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EDITORIAL NOTES. 





‘HERE is constant ont in grace 
“@ for the Christian who uses what 
faith he has. We pray for increase of 
faith and do not heed the voice that 
speaks to us to use that which has been 
given to us. We may not have all the 
good that we desire, but many have 
more blessings than they wisely use. 
If the Christian does not possess those 
things that the world admires, he has 
something which the world cannot give, 
union with God through Christ. Like 
the man who appealed to our Lord to 
be cured, and was healed after he was. 
told that his were forgiven, 
so all things that are good for us shall 
be added when our souls are washed 
in the blood of the Lamb. 

Sickness, pain and sorrow may come 
upon us, but even when the heart is 
bleeding we have _God’s promise that 
He is with us, ‘‘a very present help im 
trouble.’’ Martin Luther had as many 
troubles in life as St. Paul, but he found 
comfort in that great Psalm that he set 
to music, and thus singing his cares 
away he found God to be his refuge 
and strength. The Lord of hosts was 
with him. So may He be with all of us 


sins 
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Salvation By the Blood. 


All blessings come to the soul that is 
regenerated. Sin must be put away, 
not by our own power or by good 
resolutions, not even by ceasing to do 
evil—that follows regeneration—but by 
the blood of Christ. The Word of 
God is clear on this point. The types of 
Christ in the old dispensation, the sin 
offering, the lamb without blemish, em- 
phasized the fact that ‘‘without shedding 
of blood there is no remission.’’ Before 
giving material blessings the Lord puts 
away thesins of the people. ‘‘Thy 
sins are forgiven thee.’’ Paul said 
the Church was purchased by the blood 
of Christ. The doctrine of the blood 
was preached by all the Apostles, and 
every faithful minister of Christ tells the 
seeker after God that there is no en- 
trance to the presence of the Almighty 
but by the atonement of Christ. In Him 
“‘we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of His grace.”’ 





The Most Precious Doctrine in the Bible. 


When Catholics are converted they 
are brought out of darkness into light, 
and from the power of men into the love 
of God. The doctrine of the atonement 
was the most precious truth the writer 
learned at the Northfield Conferences. 
Mr. Moody knew no other way for a 
human being to become a child of God 
but through the blood of Christ. It was 
a delight to the soul to listen to the ex- 
position of this, his favorite subject at 
the early conferences, and we can never 
forget the thrill ofjoy experienced when 
that fundamental truth of the Christian 
religion came home to the heart. The 
teaching of Major Whittle at those con- 
ferences was on the same line—-the blood, 
and we remember as though it were 
yesterday the helpful conversations we 
had with the beloved soldier-evangelist 
on this great subject. When Catholics 
Jearn that they have direct access unto 


God through Christ, who by His aton- 
ing sacrifice has made them fit to ap- 
pear in His presence, they turn away 
from the priests with the same aversion 
they feel for the sin that had separated 
them from God. Nothing can wash 
away the stain of sin but the blood of 
Christ, which was shed for the remission 
of the sins of the world. ‘‘To Him give 
all the prophets witness, that through 
His name whosoever believeth in Him 
shall receive remission of sins.’’ (Acts 
10: 43.) The Church of Rome cannot 
take the place of Christ. Come out of 
her, My people, saith the Lord. 





Better Than the Catholic Way. 


The Roman Church teaches that the 
priest has power to forgive sins, and 
that when he celebrates mass the sacri- 
fice of Calvary is repeated, but in an 
‘‘unbloody’’ manner. When the people 
go to mass on Sunday they imagine 
they are present at the tragedy of the 
Crucifixion. It isan awful blasphemy 
for any man to assume the character of 
Christ in such an exhibition. The 
priest does not shed his own blood, nor 
does ke make any personal sacrifice; 
but he says he offers Christ, wilfully ig- 
noring the fact that the Saviour offered 
Himself once only. ‘‘We are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of 
Christ once for all.’’ It is Peter who 
‘Christ hath once suffered for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God.” ‘The people 
are deceived and kept in ignorance by 
the priests, many of whom are them- 
selves ignorant of the truth. They are 
zealous, according to the light they 
have, but the true Light, Jesus the Son 
of God, should be lifted up before them 
that they might see God’s way of salva- 
tion and know that we are redeemed not 
by corruptible things or spectacular ex- 
hibitions as in the mass, but by the pre- 
cious blood of Christ applied to our souls 
by faith. 


says: 
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Peter’s Pence Stolen from 
the Pope. 





In commenting in the October Con 
VERTED CATHOLIC on the recent letter 
of Pope Leo XIII. abusing Protestants 
and accusing them of ‘‘wicked designs” 
in carrying the Gospel into Rome itself, 
we said: ‘‘If the charitable institutions 
of Protestants in Rome are based on 
‘wicked designs,’ the Protestant institu- 
tions in Protestant lands must be dyed 
still deeper in wickedness. Yet he bim- 
self makes sure of the stability of his 
financial resources by investing them in 
Protestant England, Germany and the 
United States. If Protestant charities, 
colleges, schools and boarding-houses 
are wicked, so are Protestant stocks, 
bonds and banks.’’ 

But the Pope did not place all his 
money in Protestant hands. A dispatch 
from Rome, October 8, says: 

‘*Tt is estimated at the Vatican that 
since Christmas last 800,000 pilgrims 
have contributed to Peter’s Pence over 
10,000,000 lire ($2,000,000). 

‘Because of the recent theft from the 
Vatican strong box of 357,coo francs 
($71,400), the Pope has ordered all un- 
banked money placed in an American 
safe in his bedroom. 

‘Inquiries into the theft reveal the 
fact that the Pope recently ordered that 
all stock be transferred to American 
and English securities.’’ 

A few days previously the Vatican 
authorities reported to the Italian police 
that a robbery had been perpetrated in 
the very apartments of the Pope him- 
self. Marie Corelli, in ‘‘ The Master 
Christian,’’ says that Leo is getting 
miserly in his old age, and spends much 
of his time in counting Peter’s Pence. 
If he had laid up treasure in heaven he 
would not care so much for his treasures 
onearth. He ought to discharge the 
Catholics who stole his money and em- 
ploy Protestants. 


‘Mission were received last month. 





CHRIST’S MISSION DEBT. 





With the next issue of this magazine 
that heading should disappear from its 
pages, and thusthe Nineteenth Century 
and Seventeenth Volume of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC would close with the 
Mission building free from all indebted- 
ness. Then a jubilee could be held at 
the opening of the Twentieth Century 
when the mortgage could be burned 
and the friends of Christ’s Mission 
would rejoice and say, ‘‘Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us.’’ 

Several suggestions toward the pay- 
ment of the debt that remains on the 
One 
friend suggested that all who are inter- 
ested should contribute one dollar; an- 
other said he would give five dollars if 
one hundred other friends would do the 
same. But from a dear friend in Phila- 
delphia, an elect lady who has helped 
this work before, came the following 
letter : 

Dear Friend:—It is the Lord’s Day, 
and as ‘‘it is lawful to do good on the 
Sabbath Day,’’ I wish to say to you 
that I will give one hundred dollars to- 
ward the pay ment of the debt on Christ's 
Mission if other friends will make up 
the remainder during the month of No- 
vember. I pray God this may be done, 
for His sake, for your sake, and for the 
sake of the great cause you are advo- 
cating in the Name of the great Head 
of the Church, the Church of the living 
God. The work you are doing in 
Christ’s Mission, and the information 
you are giving in this time of need, 
cannot be estimated now, but will be 
known and appreciated in the here- 
after. Yoursin His name, M. P.”’ 

Let the kind friends who are inter- 
ested inthe work of the Mission and of 
this magazine say Amen to that letter, 
and then do what they can with heart 
and hand to help on the work. The 
debt is now only $500. 
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More of Rome’s Work in 
China. 





In addition to what appeared in the 
October CONVERTED CATHOLIC regard- 
ing the assumption of official rank by 
the Roman Catholic missionaries in 
China and their unscrupulous methods 
of obtaining political power—the Pope 
being officially designated ‘‘The Em- 
peror of Religion’’—a distinguished 
missionary, Dr. J. N. Case, of Wei-hai- 
sei, has shown how converts are made. 
In a communication that appeared in 
the Glasgow Witness he said : ‘‘In law 
cases between Roman Catholic and non- 
Roman Catholic Chinese, they (the 
priests) have been known to demand a 
verdict in favor of their side, and often 
without a question as to the justice of 
the decision. To avoidtrouble at Pekin, 
the magistrate gives in. The verdict 
and its cause are soon noised abroad. 
Result : Official and popular katred of 
the foreigner and his ways, as seen in 
these emissaries of Rome. Result No. 
2: Unprincipled Chinese, when in trou- 
ble often join the Church just to gain 
her aid or protection. Probably in re- 
cent years thousands of converts have 
been thus received. That they are 
heathen still, except in name, goes 
without saying.’’ 


An Actor’s Dilemma. 





The Roman theologians recently had 
a case of conscience presented -to them 
which they have been unable to solve. 
An English actor named Cartwright 
takes the part of Oliver Cromwell in a 
play in London, and as he is the bro- 
ther of four priests and three nuns, the 
question has arisen whether he is not 
giving so much scandal by personating 
the great Protestant champion that he 
deserves excommunication. But ex- 


communications are not popular iu 





England just now. All agree that 
the Roman Catholic authorities made a 
blunder when they excummunicated 
Dr. St. George Mivart last spring, and 
more recently when they condemned 
Marie Corelli’s novel, ‘‘ The Master 
Christian,’’ and placed it the 
‘* Index.’’ Mr. Cartwright may not 
come under the ban for lauding the 
great heretic who had done so much to 
strengthen the Protestant cause and 
uproot Popery in England, but he 
doubtless knows the value of the adver- 
tisement his play receives from the dis- 
cussion of the subject by the Roman 
theologians. If the ‘‘ Incex’’ should 
pronounce against him, his fortune 
would be made. Marie Corelli's novel 
has already reached a sale of 150,000 
copies. It is significant that the Pope 
and Cardinals do not issue a bull against 
vice or crime, but only against 
‘*heresy,’’ that is, some true statement 
made about Roman Catholicism, which 
they consider damaging because it is 
true to history. 

The New York Suz, October 5, 1990, 
sums up Cartwright’s case in this sen- 
tence : 


on 


The question is raised in London 
whether Charles Cartwright, a strict 
Roman Catholic, and brother of four 
priests of that Church and three nuns, 
is violating his conscience in enacting 
Oliver Cromwell and, in that character, 
denouncing Popery. 

Few names in history are more exe- 
crated by the Romanists, especially in 
Ireland, than that of Cromwell. He 
was the greatest factor in extirpating 
the evils of the Papal system from Eng- 
land, and Rome hated him because he 
was animated by the holy purpose of 
saving the souls of men as well as giv- 
ing them civil liberty. The portrayal 
of such a great character by a Catholic 
actor must be displeasing to the Roman- 
ists, but there is not the slightest proba- 
bility that Mr. Cartwright will be ex- 
communicated. 
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CARDINAL [IcCLOSKEY IN PURGATORY. 





: an New York papers of October 9 
) had an interesting account of a 
religious ceremony in St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral—a requiem or ‘‘dead’’ mass 
for Cardinal McCloskey. The 77ribune 
report said: 

‘‘ An anniversary requiem mass for 
the repose of the soul of Cardinal John’ 
McCloskey was celebrated yesterday in 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Fifth Avenue. 
It was the fifteenth anniversary of the 
death of the late Cardinal. The mass 
was celebrated by Archbishop Corrigan. 
There was a large attendance at the 
mass. Many priests from all parts of 
the diocese, especially from New York 
and Brooklyn, were present. After the 
mass Archbishop Corrigan and the 
other officiating clergymen celebrated a 
post service over the tomb under the 
chancel. They walked over the tomb, 
repeating prayers for the dead, swinging 
censers and sprinkling holy water 
about. The late Cardinal’s red hat 
hangs from the ceiling over the tomb.”’ 

In offering this mass for the soul of 
Cardinal McCloskey the assumption is 
that he is in the location or region 
called purgatory, which has been de- 
fined by Roman theologians as ‘‘a place 
or state where some souls suffer for a 
time before they can go to heaven.”’ 
Those who are supposed to go to pur- 
gatory are generally good people, or at 
least those who:have repented and re- 
ceived the absolution of the priest and 
the other rites of the Church. The 
impenitent, the wicked, go much far- 
ther down than purgatory, and fare 
worse, for out of that lower region there 
is no redemption ; they are past pray- 
ing for. But there is hope that souls 
will come out of purgatory some time 
or other, the period being shortened by 
the masses of the priest, whois always 
paid for such work. 


As Cardinal McCloskey was a good 
man, a prince of the Church, and had 
received all the rites and absolutions 
before his death, it is almost certain, 
from the Roman Catholic doctrine, that 
he did not go to the lowest pit; he 
must be in purgatory. Hence a mass 
has been said for him every year since 


he died. When will he get out of that 
place and go to heaven? No one 
knows. Fifteen years is a long time 


for the soul of such a great man to be 
suffering in a place where (to quote 
again the Roman theologians) ‘‘ the 
fire is raging like the fire of hell.’’ It 
is too bad that such a great and good 
Catholic should b2 kept in torment 
when Archbishop Corrigan and the 
New York priests could release him by 
offering masses for his soul every day 
instead of once a year. If a distin- 
guished person like Cardinal McCloskey 
is treated in that way by the Roman 
Church, what can the poor people 
expect ? 

What a mockery is this ceremony of 
praying for a dead man, ‘‘ walking 
over his tomb, swinging censers and 
sprinkling holy water about.’’ If Car- 
dinal McCloskey had been the good and 
holy man he was deemed to be during 
his life, why did he not go to heaven 
when he died? As a Christian be- 
liever he ought to have shared in the 
blessings promised to all who trust in 
Christ for salvation. To the thief on 
the cross He said: ‘‘ To-day thou shalt 
be with Me in paradise.’’ The thief 
had repented and asked the Lord to be 
gracious to Him. The Apostle John 
says (I Ep.): ‘‘God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all. If we say 
that we have fellowship with Him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not 
the truth. But if we walk in the light, 
as He is in the light, we have fel- 
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lowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.’’ 

It must be presumed that Cardinal 
McCloskey believed that doctrine and 
that it was applicable to himself, 
What sin, therefore, did he commit 
that could not be cleansed by the sacri- 
fice of the Son of God? = All sins, says 
the Word of God, are washed away by 
the blood of Christ. ‘‘ Your sins and 
iniquities I will remember no more.’’ 
It is the Lord God who speaks: 
‘* Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white assnow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.’’ Jesus said: ‘‘He that heareth 
My word, and believeth in Him that 
sent Me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation, but 
is passed from death unto life.’’ St. 
Paul says: ‘‘You, being dead in your 
sins, hath he made alive together with 
Him, having forgiven you all tres- 
passes.’’ 

With such promises, any Catholic 
who trusts in Christ could hope to go 
to heaven. But Cardinal McCloskey is 
still in purgatory. That is the suppo- 
sition, or the anniversary mass would 
not have been offered for his soul. 

There must be a mistake somewhere, 
and in charity for the poor dead Cardi- 
nal, we are inclined to think that the 
Roman Church invented purgatory for 
the purpose of obtaining money for 
masses to bring souls out of it at so 
much ahead. There is no such place 
or state for suffering souls. Those who 
deserve to suffer, dying unrepentant, 
go to the place prepared for the wicked; 
those who repent and believe in 
Christ, exclaiming with the publican, 
** God be merciful to mea sinner !’’ are 
justified, and enter into the joy of the 
Lord. ‘‘In My Father’s house are 
many mansions,’’ says the blessed Sav- 
iour. ‘‘I go toprepare a place for you; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.’’ 


A Meditation. 


BY HENRY H. DREYER. 


Am I giving the nails another blow 
just now, causing them to pierce still 
further through His dear hands? Am 
I holding the hammer high, ready to 
strike the nails another cruel blow, 
driving them deeper into my Saviour's 
feet? Are you assisting by cruelly 
driving the sharp thorns down deep 
into His brow, or are we thrusting the 
spear deep into His poor side? Oh! 
my dear Saviour, ca!l us all to repent- 
ance, open our eyes and lead us from 
darkness into light that we may see and 
know the evil we are doing day by day; 
and that we may cease driving the 
nails deeper into your bleeding wounds. 
Methinks I hear someone driving 
them just now. Hark! did you not hear 
that curse just uttered? It is driving, 
driving deeper the nails ; yes, and the 
thorns into our poor Saviour. Oh! 
look at Him as He hangs on the cross, 
with pain stricken face and quivering 
voiceas He pleads for those who drove 
the nails deep and caused the blood to 
flow freely. Hear how He asks His 
heavenly Father to forgive us, for we 
know not what we do. Oh, dear 
blessed Saviour, forgive all Thy chil- 
dren! ‘Teach them to walk the narrow 
path that leads to Thy heavenly home 
on high, there to be forever in Thy lov- 
ing care; there to gaze upon the nail 
marks all healed, and the crown of 
splendor in place of thorns, 


Gently, Lord, oh, gently lead us 
“\ hrough this gloomy vale of tears, 
Through the changes thou’st decreed us 
Till our last great change appears. 


When temptation’s darts assail us, 
When in devious paths we stray, 

Let thy goodness never fail us, 
Lead us in thy perfect way. 


And when mortal life is ended, 
Bid us in thine arms to rest, 
Till, by angel bands attended, 

We awake among the blest. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC DOCTRINE OF INTENTION. 


.HE baptizing, absolving, conse- 
f crating or anointing priest must 
have the proper Intentions. The grace 
of God, which according to the Roman 
system flows throw the sacraments, de- 
pends altogether on the right Intention 
of the priest. 

Every Roman treatise on the nature 
of sacraments devotes a prominent part 
to the doctrine of Intention. The In 
tention may be actual, habitual, inter- 
pretative or virtual; it may be mimical 
or serious, merely external or internal, 
implicit or explicit. Some _ scholastic 
theolugians succeed in snbdividing 
Intentions to a still greater extent. 
For a practical understanding of the 
matter it suffices however, to state this 
doctrine in a few words as found in a 
recognized Roman Catholic authority, 
Liebermann's /nstitutiones Theologicae 
vol. II., p. 387- He lays down two 
theses. First: ‘‘In order that a sacra- 
ment be valid, the minister of the sac- 
rament must have the true and proper 
Intention of doing what the Church 
does, otherwise the sacrament is null and 
void.’’ His second thesis is: ‘‘In order 
to perform a sacrament it is not re- 
quired that the minister intends the ef- 
fect of the sacrament, nor that he cele- 
brate the sacramental rite as a sacred 
rite, nor that he desire to do what the 
Catholic and Roman Church does.’’ 

The last statement he proves by argu- 
ing that ‘‘as the minister does not act 
in his own name but in the name of the 
Church, he cannot make void the work 
of God of which he is the minister, 
though his private Intention be false 
and erroneous.”’ 

So the Intention required is to do 
what the Church does, though not 
necessarily to do what the Roman 
Church does. 

Sacraments are tbe channels of grace 


according to Romanists. The priest is 
the minister of the sacraments most 
commonly received by Roman Catholics, 
Baptism, Holy Eucharist, Penance, 
Extreme Unction and Matrimony. The 
sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 
Orders are reserved to the bishops. 

The faithful are therefore dependent 
on the right Intention the priest or 
bishop has, whenever either performs a 
sacramental rite. The child who is 
brought to the baptismal font by its 
trusting parents, is dependent on the 
Intention of the priest. The sinner 
who whispers his sins in the ears of his 
father confessor must trust that the 
priest in exercising the judicial function 
of absolution has the proper Intention 
of forgiving his sins. The adorers be- 
fore the tabernacle where the conse 
crated wafers are kept, must believe in 
the first place that the priest who con- 
secrated them had the Intention of tran- 
substantiating the wafer into the body 
and blood of Christ. Similarly the In- 
tention affects all the other sacraments 
and especially the recipients of the same. 

Its effect on the sacrament of Holy 
Orders is even greater than on any 
other sacrament. Here it affects not 
only the recipient but also the great 
multitude of people to whom the or- 
dained will attempt to minister by the 
exercise of their priestly functions. It 
is this question of Intention which the 
Roman authorities invoke when they 
pass sentence on the validity of the or- 
ders of other religious bodies. It was 
chiefly on this pretext that the Pope re- 
fused to recognize the Anglican orders 
and by implication the orders of the 
Episcopal Church in this country. The 
orders of the various Oriental Churches, 
on the other hand, are recognized offici- 
ally by the Roman Curia. 

A recent case is that of an Old Ca- 
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tholic minister who labored in Wiscon- 
sin for many years and who had subse- 
quently sought episcopal ordination ,now 
known as Archbishop Vilatte. In 1885 
he was ordained a priest by Bishop 
Herzog of Switzerland. Seven years 
later he was consecrated bishop in Cey- 
lon, the chief consecrator being Arch- 
bishop Alvarez of the Independent Ca- 
tholic Church of India and Ceylon. 
The Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch, who 
claims to be the 127th direct successor 
of St. Peter, gave the necessary Bulls 
for this consecration. 

Subsequently Vilatte attempted to 
join the Roman Communion and have 
the validity of his orders acknowledged. 
The outcome was that Consult:r Fiem- 
ing of the Roman Inquisition told him 
that ‘‘the Holy Office thinks that per- 
haps the Bishops Herzog and Alvarez 
had not the Intention of conferring the 
priesthood and episcopacy on you.’’ To 
the query why their Intention was 
doubted when there was no question of 
the validity of their own orders and 
when their explicit declaration was to 
the contrary, the representative of the 
Holy Office explained that these gentle- 
men were too closely connected with 
Freemasons and rationalists, and too 
favorably disposed toward Protestants. 
Hence the Roman authorities could not 
admit that they had the Intention of 
really doing what they professed to do. 

‘Perhaps they had not the Intention 
of making you a priest or bishop.’’ 
This was the sentence of the highest 
tribunal of the Papal Court. - A judi- 
cial decision is generally presumed to be 
a yes or no, and to be based on facts, 
but in this legal opinion everything 
hinges on a ‘‘perhaps.’’ 

This gives the keynote to tke entire 
sacramental structure of the Roman 
Church. It is only a practical illustra- 
tion of the usual methods pursued in 
the entire teachings of that organ- 
ization. More than once has the 


remark been made by earnest students 
of Catholic theology that the first part 
of nearly every treatise in a work on 
Roman theology could be cut out and 
issued as an evangelical tract. But the 
evolution of such Scriptural teachings 
under the hands of scholastic theo- 
logians is remarkable. They have @ 
system of deductions, usually called 
corollaries and scholia, by means of 
which they substitute their own inven- 
tions and fallacies for the pure and sim- 
pl: Word of God. 

Similarly in this matter of Intention, 
they lay down the general thesis that it 
is enough to do what is generally cone 
in order to be sure that the necessary 
sacramental Intention is present. But 
scratch a Roman theologian and you 
find a hypocrite. According to the 
Roman view it is only just and proper 
to suppose that those have the Intention 
of doing what they seem to do, who are 
willing to kiss the Pope’s toe or who 
may be made subservient tools of the 
Roman Curia. But where it comes to 
admitting good faith or right Intention 
in such as disagree with the Roman 
claims, things are different. Ecclesias- 
tical diplomacy must find a way to dis- 
pose of them, to reject them. The 
judicious use of a ‘‘perhaps’’ is always 
advantageous. 

On the other hand, if it is right from 
the Roman standpoint for men in the 
high places of the Church to avaii them- 
selves of a ‘‘perhaps’’ when judging 
others, what assurance can any Rcman 
Catholic layman have that the priest 
who administers the sacraments to him, 
possesses the requisite Intention? What 
assurance has the Roman priest that 
the bishop who ordained him had the 


proper Intentions? What assurance 


has the Roman bishop that his con- 
secrators had the Intention of doing 
what they seemed to do, and that ip 
turn they themselves had been con- 
secratec by properly intentioned bishops? 
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In fact, who can be absolutely sure that 
the Pope himself was baptized by a 
priest who had the right Intention? 
‘Who knows whether the Pope received 
his priesthood and episcopacy from men 
who had the right Intention ? 

And everything depends on the In- 
tention. The Roman channels of grace 
depend on Intention. The Roman’s 
worship of his God in the wafer de- 
pends on Intention. All the Papal 
claims rest on Intention. The whole 
Roman fabric is erected upon Intention; 
or, in other words, on the changeable 
will of men. 

How safe and solid is the foundation 
of the Protestant Christian’s faith ! 
‘That rests upon no human foundation. 
‘There is no dependence on the question- 
able actions of the vacillating Inten- 
tions of men, and no danger of having 
‘tthe channels of grace vitiated by a man’s 
lack of honesty. The blood of the 
Saviour, the faith in Jesus, the love of 
450d who gave His only begotten Son 
for the redemption of man; these are 
the foundations and none other. God’s 
plan for saving sinners is not dependent 
on the Intention of 4ny man, be he 
saint or sinner. ‘There stands but One 
between the sinner and his God, there 
‘is but one Mediator, the God Man 
Christ jesus, and every human being 
may come to Him for salvation without 
paral, episcopal or priestly interference. 





The Virgin [Mary Needed A 
Saviour. 





There is a difference of opinion among 
Roman Catholic theologians whether 
the Virgin Mary needed a Saviour like 
other human beings. But an English 
priest, Monsignor Robinson, who had 
formerly been a clergyman of the Church 
of England, said in a sermon reported 
in the Roman Catholic paper, the Lon- 
-don 7adlet, September 22, 1900, ‘‘Mary 
«was redeemed by Him [Jesus] as much 


as were the rest of mankind.’’ ‘‘If this 
be so,’’ says the English Churchman, 
**since Jesus only came to redeem sin- 
ners from the slavery produced by sin, 
it must follow that Mary was a sinner 
also. It looks very much as though 
Monsignor Robinson had been preach- 
ing Protestantism.’’ 

Mary herself, so far as personal tes- 
timony is concerned, is the best au- 
thority on the subject. She knew she 
was a sinner, like others, and when the 
angel came to her with the heavenly 
message that she should be the mother 
of the Messiah saying, ‘‘The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee,’’ she knew that she was saved. 
The work of God had purified her soul. 
Hence she could say, as she did to her 
cousin Elizabeth: ‘‘My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, and my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour. For He 
hath regarded the low estate of His 
handmaiden.’’ 

Every redeemed sinner who has a 
clear testimony can and does say the 
same. God is no respecter of persons. 
All may come to Him, and ‘‘whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’’ It does not detract 
from Mary’s obedience and faithfulness 
to God that she should have been 
‘*saved by grace.” 

The Word of God says: 
none righteous, no, not one.’’ The 
Virgin Mary was not excepted. She 
became righteous when the power of 
the Holy Ghost came upon her. The 
loving invitation of the Saviour is for 
all to come to Him, and He will make 
them righteous, so that every believer 
can say with the Apostle Paul, ‘“There- 
fore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: by whom also we have access 
by faith into his grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God.’’ (Rom. v. 1, 2). 


‘*’'There is 
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THE NEW ERA OF THE REFORMATION. 


By a Former Roman Catholic Priest. 


acto attempts at religious 

reform had been made repeatedly 
during the fourteenth and fifteenth cen- 
turies, but the great work was not seri- 
ously begun until God raised up 
Martin Luther to stem the tide of ini- 
quity in the Church. Though his 
opposition was at first considered only 
a squabble between monks, it resulted 
in the greatest religious movement the 
world has witnessed since the introduc- 
tion of Christianity. The spirit of 
reform seized the entire Western 
Church. It manifested itself differently 
in the northern and in the southern 
countries of Europe. The Teutonic, 
Norse and Anglo-Saxon races saw 
clearly that a reformation from within 
was not to be expected ; they believed 
true reformation to be practicable only 
- by withdrawing from the Roman com- 
munion. The Latin races, however, 
attempted a reformation within the 
Roman Church itself. 

The Protestant Reformation was a 
return to the simple teaching of the 
Gospel; whatever the natural diver- 
gences of views might be concerning 
the underlying dogmatic sense of this 
or that Biblical text, the fundamental 
teaching of Protestantism was the per- 
sonal responsibility of the individual to 
God, the personal acceptance of the 
work of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
the futility of all priestly intervention 
in the work of salvation. These doc- 
trines or principles, with the open 
Bible and the rejection of all medieval 
superstitions, comprised the main char- 
acteristics of the Protestant Reformation. 

The Roman Reformation was, most 
consistently, an institutional one. The 
Council of Trent was not only convoked 
to condemn Protestantism, but also to 
effect an internal reformation of the 
Roman Church. The perusal of. the 


decrees and canons of that Council 
shows how the Church attempted to 
bring about the needed reform. The 
codification of the distinctive Roman 
dogmas, the definition of hitherto dis- 
puted points, and the authoritative 
justification of many superstitious prac- 
tices constituted the best and only 
remedy for the evils that confronted the 
Church ; in one word, the main object 
of reform was the establishment of 2 
greater institutional religion than had 
ever existed before. 

Such were the methods and principles 
of the Protestant and the Roman re- 
formers, respectively. The results of 
the operation of these principles during 
the subsequent three centuries were as 
divergent as the principles themselves. 

The strong spirit of personal religious 
responsibility engendered the spirit of 
civil liberty, and in a short time after 
the Reformation the relative national 
importance of the Protestant and the 
Latin countries was’ reversed. For 
ages the latter had been dominant, but 
with the Reformation their decay set im 
and the Protestant nations assumed the 
first place. Not only in the relative 
importance of national power and in- 
fluence do the Protestant countries take 
precedence, but also in the possession 
of the higher civilization, greater politi- 
cal liberty and more personal safety 
from governmental persecutions. In 
scientific discoveries, too, they far out- 
strip Roman Catholic countries. Some 
may think, perhaps, that this is not a 
matter of religious influence ; but that 
is an erroneous impression because all! 
knowledge of truth is a knowledge 
either of God in Himself, of the work 
of His power, or of the ideal truth as 
He must see it in His own essence. 
Another result of the Protestant Refor- 
mation was the gradual emphasis laid 
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on the ethical character of Christianity 
in contradistinction to its dogmatic 
aspect. 

The result of the Roman Reformation 
was the increased authority of the Pope 
and the Roman Curia in generak It 
led to the introduction of new dogmas, 
devotions and practices, and to greater 
formalism and institutionalism. One 
result of this excessive importance laid 
on ceremonialism is the adoption of 
atheistic views by the great majority of 
those who sever their connection with 
the Roman Church in the Latin coun- 
tries. 

Though the Latins had occasional 
courageous reformers like Savonorola, 
the real and genuine idea of Protestant 
religion made no headway among the 
Latin races. By the permission of an 
inscrutable Divine Providence the Pro- 
testant movement stopped at the 
frontiers of the Latin nations; they 
were wedded to their old ceremonies 
and their mechanical form of Chris- 
tianity. Yet now we rejoice to hear of 
great Protestant successes in those coun- 
tries. Isthere a rational explanation 
f these victories? Can they be ex- 
plained as forming an evolutionary step 
forward, owing to the greater vitality 
of the truth as maintained by the hold- 
ers of the Protestant faiths? We think 
they can. 

Compare the faith of the Protestant 
hurches of to-day with those of a cen- 
tury ago. What is the difference? The 
difference between a living aud a dead 
body. At the close of the last century 
the general faith of the Protestant 
Churches was very weak. With many 
people it was only a matter of form ; 
with most it was simply a fact of acci- 
dental birth in this or that religious 
body, andin general the sentiment was 
gaining ground that to be a: Christian 
‘it was quite enough to belong nominally 
to a church organization. The early 
-years of this century. saw a general .re- 


vival of true religion, and one of its 
first symptoms was the undertaking of 
missions to the heathen. 

Tae Roman Church has also under- 
gone a great change in this century; a 
change in the same direction as that 
made by the Council of Trent in the 
sixteenth century. After the more or 
less general promulgation of the de- 
crees of the Council of Trent, a reaction 
set in. There seemed to be a tacit 
understanding that everything had been 
settled by that Council, and that conse- 
quently there was no need of furthe: 
activity in religious research. The low 
state to which the theological literature 
of the eighteenth century fell makes 
this clear. This century has witnessed 
a Roman revival, similar to the Pro- 
testant one considering the fundamental 
difference of the two systems. The 
Roman Church took up the subject of 
dogma definition again. In 1854 it de- 
fined the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception, and in 1870 the dogma of 
the Personal Infallibility of the Pope. 

The subsequent changes within the 
Roman Church have been remarkable. 
Great dissatisfaction has been created 
among the members of the Roman 
Church and many have rebelled against 
the latest assumptions of the Papacy, 
especially in Germany, where the study 
of religious questions has been, and is, 
pursued very deeply. Increased num- 
bers of Catholics joined Protestant 
churches. In fact, there is not a Pro- 
testant Church in this country which 
has not a considerable number of con- 
verted Romanists among its members. 
Even among those who adhere to the 
Roman teachings there is a great spirit 
of dissatisfaction,as is manifested by the 
so called Liberal Catholics. There is 
also a tendency to imitate Protestant 
methods, as for instance, in Sunday 
schools, congregational singing and a 
greater leaning toward the reading of 
the Bible. These are results of Pro- 
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testant environment, and are only found 
to any considerable extent in Protestant 
countries. 

The most remarkable forward move- 
ment of Reformation ideas is found in the 
Latin races. Sixty days after the sol- 
emn declaration of the Papal Infalli- 
bility, the united Italians destroyed the 
last of the temporal possessions of the 
Pope. The chain which fettered the 
free expression of the voice of con- 
science was broken. The Inquisition 
could no longer call on the civil au- 
thority to carry out the deat’ sentence 
pronounced by priestly tribunals. In 
the wake of the triumphant troops fol- 
lowed the wagon carrying thousands of 
copies of the Bible in the vernacular of 
the people. 

The new era of the Reformation 
dawned ; the Latin races in the Old 
World and in the New World had the 
simple evangelical truth preached to 
them for the first time since the cor- 
rupting influences of the Dark Ages had 
hidden and buried the Gospel under a 
mass of superstitions and human inven- 
tions. 

A great spiritual movement was 
started in Italy. The Waldenses de- 
scended from their mountain fastnesses, 
and were joined by ardent missionaries 
from abroad. Many of the Roman 
priests who were free now to follow the 
dictates of conscience severed their 
connection with the Pope and preached 
the pure Gospel. They gave their tes- 
timony both boldly and zealously, and 
it is a noteworthy fact that many Pro- 
testant missions are successfully con- 
ducted by converted priests in all Latin 
couttries, that is, in Italy, France and 
Spain, and in all the South American 
countries. 

The idea of blind allegiance is dying 
out in Italy, and we shall see the 
Italians a great Protestant people, who 
will embrace the simple Gospel message 
with the enthusiasm peculiar to the 


Latin races, and help to spread it east 
and west, north and south, wherever 
there is a human being. 

After the downfall of Napoleon III., 
France also experienced a general re- 
awakening of the religious spirit. The 
McAIll Missions prospered, and rece:ved 
the testimony of the Government re- 
garding the work they are doing. 
Roman Catholicism has been on a con- 
stant decline there for the past thirty 
years. As usual, its dogmas have 
helped to swell the number of so called 
infidels—those unfortunates who rush 
to the conclusion that all religion is a 
delusion, when they lose faith in the 
Roman Church. Yet many even ot 
these have been brought back to sane 
ideas and to salvation by having the 
Gospel preached to them as the Apos- 
tles preached it; by hearing, in the 
simp’e message of love and forgiveness 
the invitation of our loving God and 
Father, saying, ‘‘Son, give me thine 
heart.’’ 

During the past few years, too, a 
great evangelical movement has begun 
in the r nks of the French priests. 
Every month from one to six join the 
Abbe Bourrier in his work for the evan- 
gelization of the people of the ‘‘ Eldest 
Daughter of the Church.’’ These con- 
verted priests often carry their whole 
congregations with them into the purer 
knowledge of the faith. 

Spain, par excellence the land of the 
Inquisition, is also experiencing the 
effects of the preaching of the Gospel. 
The Protestant communicants number 
over 12,000, and it is generally ad- 
mitted that the north-eastern provinces 
of the Castilian crown are almost com- 
pletely lost to the Catholic Church. 

In 1872, the first successful missions 
were organized in Mexico. The New 


York Jndependent of November 16, 
1899, published the statement of Senor 
Mariscal, one of the leading statesmen 
of that republic, in which he, though 











THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


27 
Pere) 











an ardent Romanist, admitted that the 
Protestant churches had 30,000 com- 
municants, which implies a membership 
of at least 100,000. 

Likewise the South American Re. 
publics have admitted the light of the 
Gospel only during the last thirty years. 
The most reliable records show that the 
number of communicants reaches 60,- 
000, while the church membership is 
over 250,000. The Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Baptist, Christian Alliance 
and Moravian missionary societies have 
over three hundred missionaries in the 
field, not counting the great number of 
helpers, both native and foreign; and 
besides these the agents of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, of the South 
American Missionary Society, and of 
the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, are to be 
found in great numbers in almost every 
country south of the Isthmus. 

Truly a new era of the Reformation 
has begun. It is the most remarkable 
religious movement during the past 
three centuries. Its date of origin co 
incides with the declaration of the Papal 
Infallibility. Its chief work is among 
the Roman Catholic nations. Its en- 
lightening and elevating influence is 
manifest not only in the Romanist coun- 
tries, but also among the Roman 
Catholics living in Protestant lands. 

Its reaction on the various Protestant 
denominations is also worthy of note ; 
its existence was due to the religious 
revival within the various denomina- 
tions ; and the cordial response given 
to the Voice saying: ‘‘Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations,’’ not only called 
forth the enthusiasm of the self-sacri- 
ficing missionaries who went to foreign 
parts, but proved to be a powerful in- 
ce.tive to greater religious fervor at 
home, thus affording a practical illus- 
tration of the Lord’s word: ‘‘ Give, and 
it shall be given unto you.’’ 





‘*The Light of the World.’’ 





We again commend to our readers 
this excellent booklet, feeling sure that 
the truth it contains will be of use to 
all seekers after the light of the Gos- 
pel, especially to honest and sincere 
Roman Catholics. The author has con- 
sulted his Bible to good purpose, and 
has found it a lamp unto his feet and a 
light unto his path, as well as a power- 
ful searchlight on the doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church. So will the 
reader. Forexample, here is a passage 
(p. 37) adapted to the needs of Pro 
testants or Catholics: 

‘* The spirit is willing, but the flesk 
is weak. Therefore, to overcome the 
habits of the flesh the Scripture does 
not say that we must punish the fl-sh- 
On the contrary, we must seek the fel- 
lowship and aid of God, who has made 
us out of clay and dust, and who knows 
our weaknesses and our needs better 
than we do ourselves. If you will only 
ask Him in time of trouble vou may be 
assured that you will always get reliet 
from Him, for He has promised that He 
will never forsake you if you do not 
forsake Him. Penances, or penalties 
inflicted on the flesh and dictated by 
the priests, are only human inventions. 
A priest is very apt to misjudge, and 
in many cases will do more harm than 
good. Jesus our Saviour is well ac- 
quainted with all the trials and tempta- 
tions and difficulties we have in this 
world, as He went through them all 
Himself, and He promises to help us to. 
overcome them if we only trustin Him. 
Therefore, make Jesus your confessor ; 
lay your sins and burdens at His feet, 
and leave your penances and human 
devices dictated by priests and teachers 
as human and sinful as yourself.’’ 

This booklet should have a wide cir- 
culation. The price is only five cents; 
thirty copies, $1.00. Address this 
office. 
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CATHOLIC DECREES FOR SOUTH AMERICA. 


——P 





=xHE Acts and Decrees of the First 
Bey Plenary Council of the Latin- 
American bishops held in Rome last 
year, have been published in two large 
volumes. They throw much light on 
the moral and spiritual condition of 
both the clergy and the laity on the 
South American Continent, and in- 
cidentally on the lack of reverence for 
truth and fact on the part of the high 
Roman ecclesiastics. It is known to 
all that superstition forms the principal 
dividing line between Romanism and 
pure Christianity. But these bishops 
south of us have the effrontery to say in 
decree No. 159: '‘An efficacious remedy 
against superstition is the knowledge 
and profession of the Catholic faith, 
which destroys ignorance and begets 
piety.”’ 

What they mean by ‘‘piety’’ is 
evidently devotion to the statues and 
pictures of saints, the worship of the 
Virgin Mary, frequent confessions to 
the priests, the reception of indulgences, 
visits to shrines, and especially the pay- 
ment of money for masses to bring souls 
out of purgatory. By ‘‘ superstition ”’ 
doubtless they refer to the pagan cus- 
toms of the poor Indians who constitute 
such a large part of the population of 
South America. But the Roman Ca- 
tholic superstitions, so generally adapted 
from the practices of the pagan Romans, 
have no advantage over the heathenism 
-of the Indians. 

Decree 411 says: ‘‘Relics of saints 
are not to be kept in the convents of 
nuns.’’ No reason is assigned for this 
prohibition. But we are left to surmise 


that even dead men’s bones might prove 
a stumbling-block to the poor nuns in 
preserving special features of nunnery 
life. It is not sufficient that they should 
be guarded by high walls from the in- 
4rusion of the living, but even the pres- 


ence of the dead is prohibited. To an 
ordinary person this injunction would 
seem absurd, but these bishops must 
surely know what dangers are inci- 
dental to convent life. 

Celibacy. 

It is well known that the priests of 
South America are no better than they 
should be with respect to celibacy. In 
the October CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
figures were quoted from the New York 
Independent (a friend of Rome) show- 
ing the number of priests who are mar- 
ried, the number not married but who 
should be, etc. Regarding this ques- 
tion of celibacy the bishops say in De- 
cree No. 644, that priests should always 
be on their guard and take every pre- 
caution to preserve ‘‘this angelic adorn- 
ment of the priesthood.’’ 

Young women are to be avoided, 
especially in the domestic circles. 
The decree continues: ‘‘Priests shall 
not have women servants less than forty 
years of age. They shall not permit 
any woman, even a relative, to enter 
the room where writings, notes or books 
concerning the parish work are kept.’’ 

Mariolatry. 

In Decree 380 we read these words: 
‘* Quaerentes gratiam,per Mariam quae- 
ramus.’’ ‘‘Whenever we seek God's 
grace, let us seek it through Mary.’’ 
By this stampof approval of Mariolatry 
these bishops nullify the work of Christ 
and the Holy Spirit. 
Hebrews vii, 


We reac in 
25, concerning Jesus: 
‘He ever liveth to make intercession;”’ 
and in Romans viii, 26, of the Holy 
Spirit: ‘‘For we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought; but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us.’’ 
Further, we are told in Acts iv, 12,that 
‘‘there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved,’’ 
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Concerning Protestants. 


There are many decrees in these vol- 
umes concerning Protestants, who are 
accused of allsorts of errors and crimes. 
The faithful are forbidden even to speak 
to them. Decree No. 110 says: 

‘All economic-social errors, which 
perturb civil governments, have come 
from Protestantism. From this heresy 
arose popular government, communism, 
socialisfh, nihilism and anarchism.’’ 

The Bible. 


As might be expected, this Council 
condemns the circulation of the Bible in 
South America, and will not permit a 
copy to be printed in the entire contin- 
ent without special permission of the 
Bishop. Anyone who violates this de- 
cree will be severely punished. Decree 
No. 116 says that any who print the 
Bible or cause it to be printed will be 
excommunicated. ‘* All versions of 
the Sacred Books in whatever language 
published by Protestants, and especially 
those issued by the Bible Societies, 
which have been already condemned by 
the Roman Pontiff, are interdicted.’’ 

Various Decrees—New Yokes. 


We expect some of the missionaries 
in South America will translate some of 
these decrees into Spanish and Portu- 
guese for the enlightenment of the peo- 
ple, and let them see for themselves 
what additional yokes the Roman 
Church has imposed upon them. De- 
cree No. 144 says: 

‘‘If the parish priest should learn 
that one of his people intends to leave 
the Catholic religion, let him instruct 
him about his error and about the crime 
of apostasy;¥ let him especially warn 
his relatives and friends to see after 
him.” 

Decree No. 147 says: ‘‘Unless there 
be a case of urgent necessity, the parish 
priest should prevent Protestant nurses 
from assisting Catholic women in child- 
birth.’’ 


Decree No. 148: ‘‘Let the faithful flee 
from all conversations with Protestants 
and such as make light of the worship 
of saints, prayers for the dead and other 
observances and ceremonies of the 
Church.’ 

It must not be forgotten that these 
decrees were framed in the year of our 
Lord 1899, and approved by the Pope 
on January rst of this last year of the 
nineteenth century. Otherwise the 
reader might think that these Decrees 
were taken from the works of some 
medieval schoolman. They show not 
only what Rome thinks of Protestant 
Christianity at the present time, but 
what she instructs her agents to do to 
oppose its progress. It would hardly 
be politic to speak quite so plainly when 
addressing Roman Catholics in this 
country, but to the South American Ca- 
tholics Pope Leo can speak without fear 
of newspapers and interviewers. 

This magazine has stated repeatedly 
that the ‘‘liberal’’ utterances of Roman 
prelates and priests in this country are 
misrepresentations of Roman Catholic 
teaching. They are mere trickery to 
catch the unwary. This volume of 
Roman edicts confirms every word we 
have said on this subject. 





Who Gives Quickly, Git es Double- 


A good friend living at Burlington, 
Vt., has set an excellent example by 
sending $2 to advance his subscription. 
In his letter, dated October 8, he says: 

Dear Sir:—I hasten to send you my 
subscription for another year for TuR 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. I read it and 
pass it on to our pastor and thus keep 
it a-going among the people. Long 
may you live to bless the world in gen- 
eral and our beloved country in particu~- 
lar with your invaluable labors for God 
and humanity. I have taken your 
Magazine most of the time from its 
beginning. I think I began with the 
first volume. Truly yours, C. A.C. 





LIVING BY FAITH. 
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of Bristol, 
England, will go down in history 
as the most conspicuous example of a 
Christian whose life work has been 
accomplished through the direct agency 
of believing prayer. 


4,EORGE MULLER, 


«ki. 
% 


Ashley Down orphanages in Bristol, 
was 10,024, and on the orphan homes 
were expended, altogether £988,829 
($4,944,145). 

This vast sum was obtained without 


personal solicitation. Mr. Muller’s 





GEORGE MULLER. 


‘ His work for orphans at Ashley Down, 
Bristol, England, is world renowned. 
From the beginning of hislabors in 1834 
till his death in 1898 he had 81,501 
children in his day schools, and in his 
Sunday schools, 32,944. The number 
wf children supported and educated at 


work was a beautiful illustration of the 
power of faith. 

George Muller’s life in his earlier 
years was not only careless but ungodly; 
but when he sought the Lord and was 
soundly converted he determined that 
he would devote his life to earnest labor 
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for the blessed Savicur who had done 


‘so much for him. 

The particular work which the Lord 
had selected for him was the care 
and education of orphans, and while 
this benevolent work was a gigantic 
boon to the country and the world, it 
was in itself relatively insignificant in 
its effects compared with the spiritual 
inspiration afforded by the object lesson 
of a life of wondrous faith producing 
wondrous visible and tangible results 
every day for a period of many years. 
‘* Muller’s orphans ’’ furnished to saint 
and sinner, believer and agnostic, evi- 
dence that the same God who fed Elijah 
by the brook supplied the continued and 
continual needs of his nineteenth cen- 
tury prophet and the otherwise helpless 
children in his charge, while the great 
buildings on Ashley Downs were con- 
crete monuments of the fulfilment of 
the promise, ‘‘ Ask, and it shall be 
given you,’’ 

As might be expected, Mr. Muller’s 
faith work created a great demand from 
hristian people in different parts of the 
world for instruction from him in spirit- 
ual things, and when far advanced in 
years he made a tour of the globe ad- 
dressing large numbers of Christians, to 
whom his words were greatly blessed. 

The Rev. Dr. Arthur T. Pierson of 
Brooklyn, has written a most excellent 
life of George Muller, with an account 
of his great work and sublime faith 
which, more than any recent publica- 
tion, illustrates the union that should 
always exist between ‘‘faith and works.” 
Without faith we cannot please God, 
and faith without works is dead. Every 
Christian, therefore, should be a great 
worker—not to obtain salvation, but 
‘because he has been saved, or, as Mr. 

Moody put it: ‘‘ Before my conversion 
‘to Christ, I worked towards the Cross. 
“Then I worked to be saved, now I work 
because I am saved.” 

The greatest privilege, the greatest 





honor that could be conferred on any 
person is to be a co-worker with Christ 
in giving glory to God and doing good 
to man. 

Mr. Muller did not personally solicit 
funds to carry on the great work of the 
Orphanages. God gave him the work 
to do, and as ‘‘he believed in the Lord, 
He counted it to him for righteous- 
ness,’’ and fulfilled His promises to him 
literally. 

In one of his reports, the great mod- 
ern Apostle of Faith writes: 

‘‘We may have to pray again and 
again to our Father before the answer 
comes; yea, according to the outward 
appearances the Lord may seem to 
have forgotten us——but, amidst it all, as 
surely as we really need anything, in 
His own time and way does he send 
help.’’ 

And God, who proved so faithful in 
all His dealing with Mr. Muller has 
given to all of us many great and preci- 
ous promises that will, if we take 
them for ourselves,often be of the great- 
est value to us when we need them 
the most. ‘‘Call upon Me in the day of 
trouble; I will deliver thee and thou 
shalt glorify me.’ ‘‘And it shall come 
to pass, that before they cry, I will 
answer; and while they are yet speak- 
ing, I will hear.’’ ‘‘The Lordisa sun 
and shield: the Lord God will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will He with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly.”’ 

George Muller’s work of faith has 
been the most notable in modern times. 
Many other Christian workers have 
trusted in the Lord for all things, and 
He has supplied all their needs. 

In strong contrast with the faith and 
work of Christians like George Muller 
is the labor of the Roman Catholic nuns 
and priests who go through the streets 
from house to house soliciting contribu- 

tions for their institutions, levying trib- 
ute even on the saloonkeepers and other 
panderers to vice. 
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Was He Kidnapped ? 


As we go to press with this issue of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, the rumor 
reaches us that the Franciscans have 
captured the Rev. Alphonsus Hau- 
berich, the young monk who came to 
Christ’s Mission from the monastery 
in Butler, N. J., last March. In June, 
Mr. Hauberich went to the Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago, and in his letters to 
us, as late as August, he gave no in- 
timation that he was not happy in his 
studies. On the contrary, he spoke 
with pleasure of his surroundings and 
his work. During the summer he sup- 
plied a small Baptist church outside 
the city. 

If he has beer kidnapped by the 
monks they will do him all the injury 
they can. The statemc nts he made when 
he renounced Romanism were of such a 
nature as to arouse all their worst in- 
stincts, for they cut at the very founda- 
tion of Roman Catholicism. In his 
letter to the Superior General of the 
Franciscan Order at Rome, he said: 

““T can no longer believe in the 
Roman Catholic Church as the sole au- 
thority in the Churck of Christ. God 
is too great and too good to place limits 
to the bounds of His Church according 
to the Roman rule. I had to believe 
that outside the Church of Rome there 
is no salvation, and that there could 
not be faith in God without faith in the 
doctrines of that Church. 


THE PRIEST AS MEDIATOR, 


‘In the practical work of the Roman 
Church, the priest ‘takes the place of 
Christ as the mediator between God and 
men. From the cradle to the grave he 
is the indispensable agent of the work 
of salvation, the channel through which 
the divine love, grace and mercy flow 
into the lives of the people. He ab- 


solves the sinner and cpens the door of 
heaven only to the Roman Catholics. 


I have not found any warrant in the 
Word of God for the assumption of 
such power, and my own experience in 
the priesthood has shown me the ineffi- 
cacy of the means employed to reconcile 


* man with God. 


GOD ONLY FORGIVES SIN. 


‘‘The sins of the people are not for- 
given by priestly absolution. God alore 
can forgive sin, and Jesus Christ is the 
only Mediator, the only High Priest. I 
cannot pretend to be priest and mediator. 
I can no longer stand between God and 
the sinner, as the Church of Rome re- 
quires her priests todo. It is blasphe- 
mous for any man to assume an office 
which is the*prerogative of the Son of 
God alone. 


MONEY FOR MASSES AND RELICS. 


‘*There is much that I could say re- 
garding the policy and administration 
of the Church in general, and in par- 
ticular cases, but I will not enter upon 
details such as came within my personal 
knowledge in connection with the 
**Shrine of St. Anthony’ in the 
church at Butler. The payment of 
money for masses for the living and 
the dead, and for the administration of 
sacraments, the traffic in jubilees, pil- 
grimages, shrines and relics were a 
scandal to me. 

‘Instead of the Holy Scriptures being 
the rule of faith and practice in the 
Church, they have been hidden under 
a mass of superstition. My soul found 
no response from prayers addressed to 
statues and pictures. Therefore, I with- 
draw from a position in which a thinking, 
conscientious man, who has the Bible 
in his hand and exercises his common 
sense, cannot remain. The mind is 
fettered, the soul is degraded, and the 
whole being suffers by being separated 
from God, as the Roman Catholic is 
who relies upon priestly intervention im 
matters of religion. 

ALPHONSUS HAUBERICH. 
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ROME DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF. 
By a Graduate of the Washington Catholic University. 


*=\URING the past year Rome has 
+) spoken in various ways on the 
subject of Liberal Catholicism. The 
Pope’s Bull on Americanism fell like a 
thunderbolt into the Liberal camp, and 
deprived the faction represented by 
Archbishop Ireland of the glamour 
which the supposed liberalism of Leo 
XIII. had shed round that prominent 
ieader of the American Liberal Cathol- 
ics. It also endangered the good stand- 
ing of the Paulists, who are posing as 
the most liberal body of Roman priests 
in this country. 

In England the Ultramontane Cardi- 
nal-Archbishop Vaughan called to ac- 
<ount the most prominent Roman Ca- 
tholic scientist then living, Dr. St. 
George Mivart, and excommunicated 
him because he refused to sign, not a 
creed laid down by the Pope or the 
ainiversal Catholic Church, but a ver- 
bose confession of faith composed, or at 
least, issued by Dr. Vaughan himself. 

These facts show how wisely the Jesu- 
its have built. Their contentions are 
not only theoretically but practically 
sanctioned by the highest authority the 
Romanist knows. Only a short time 
ago they obtained from the Pope a de- 
¢ree forbidding the Christian Brothers 
to teach the classical languages in their 
colleges, thus practically destroying the 
colleges of their foremost rivals, for 
what is a Catholic college if the lan- 
guage of the Church itself cannot be 
taught there’? 

There are, undoubtedly, mary liberal 
broad-minded Protestants, who will 
regard these facts as retrogressive. 
Some have deluded themselves with the 
chimerical hope that a liberal Roman 
Catholic Church is a possibility, and 
that at some time in the near future 
even the Roman Church might be 
brought in close touch with the Protes- 





tant Churches, and all might ultimately 
unite,in a fraternal spirit, on the basis of 
the great fundamental teachings of 
Christianity, leaving matters of church 
organization to individual choice. This 
has always been a mere day-dream; it 
is based on defective knowledge of the 
true essence of Romanism, and sup- 
poses a state of affairs which has no ex- 
istence. 

Protestants, as a rule, place an entire- 
ly erroneous construction upon the so- 
called liberal statements of Roman Ca- 
tholics. Their own candor takes no 
account of the subtleties and consequent 
duplicity of Roman thought. 

As the fundamental conceptions of the 
essence of Christianity differ in the two 
religions, so does the meaning of the 
same sentence differ very often, as pro- 
nounced by a Protestant and a Roman- 
ist. Hence there is frequently—ani I 
might say generally—a radical though 
unavoidable miscomprehension among 
Protestants of liberal-sounding Roman- 
ist statements. 

The Ultramontane and the Liberal 
subscribe to the same creed. They have 
absolutely the same Credo. If the Lib- 
eral were to deny the smallest matter 
which his Church has infallibly defined, 
he would beexcommunicated ipso facto; 
he would cease by that very action to 
be a Roman Catholic— he would be con- 
sidered a heretic. The difference be- 
tween the Ultramontane and the Liberal 
Romanist is not now what it was thirty 
years and more ago. Then the differ- 
ence was one of belief and doctrine. 
The one claimed individual and personal 
infallibility for the Pope in all matters 
of faith and morals; not an infallibility 
subject to the consent of the universal 
body of the episcopacy or inferior to 
that claimed by the universal Church 

united in an ecumenical council, but an 
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absolute personal prerogative as the 
Vatican Council defined. The old Lib- 
erals denied this in unmistakable terms. 
They regarded it asa presumption on 
the part of the Pope, atid as an inven- 
tion of the corrupt officials of the Ro- 
man Curia; some indeed went so far as 
to say that it was a base invention of 
Protestants anxious to misrepresent the 
true Roman Catholic teaching. This 
was the state of affairs before the Vati- 
can Council. That Council gave the 
death-blow’ to the old-school Liberals. 
There is no difference of doctrine now 
between Ultramontanes and Liberals. 
Both submit to the definition of the 
Council. Both bow with self-abnega- 
tion before the oracles of the Bishop of 
Rome. ‘The only difference at present 
existing is one of policy. 

The writer, a graduate of the Ca- 
tholic University at Washington, D.C., 
which was founced asa centre of 
Liberal Catholicism, speaks with know- 
ledge on this subject. During his 
course of study there, Liberal senti- 
ments were at their highest point, 
Bishop Keane being still the rector and 
Leo XIII. being still considered as an 
admirer of the Liberal policy of Arch- 
bishop Ireland. 

The modern Roman Liberal has been 
schooled in the philosophy and the the- 
ology of the Jesuits, and, as has hap- 
pened before in the history of master 
and pupil, the Liberal uses the methods 
he learned in the Jesuit school to combat 
his old teachers. He has been initiated 
into the juggling of scholastic distinc- 
tions, and has learned to make a gen- 
eral assertion and then deny it piece- 
meal: he hasalso learned from his Jesuit 
teachers [how to employ the aids of 
scholastic philosophy in twisting church 
definitions. The Jesuit turns his atten- 
tion to magnifying the meaning of such 
statements, while the Liberal uses the 
same instruments to minimize the force 
of dogmas. 


The Liberal keeps certain dogmas im 
the background. He does not deny 
them in express terms, as that would 
exclude him from his ecclesiastical com- 
mnnion, but he simply ignores them by 
not referring to them except when ab- 
solutely necessary. If he has occasion 
to refer to the infallibility of the Pope, 
he will do so in an off-hand manner, so 
as to either leave no particular impres- 
sion on the minds of his hearers, or else 


to allow them tothink that after all this. 


is a matter of slight importance, and 
one about which we need not worry. 
The Ultramontane, on the other hand, 
will make this very dogma the theme of 
special sermons and try to prove it by 
arguments taken from the Bible, from 
tradition, from reason and from history. 

On the subject of Bible reading, the 
respective parts are reversed. Here it 
will be the Liberal who makes the 
greater show, counseling the reading of 
the annotated Douay version. The 
pious Ultramontane will be discreetly 
silent on this subject and will rather 
call attention to the advantages of per- 
using the ‘‘Lives of the Saints’’ and 
other books of devotion. 

Their relative position toward the 
veneration of relics and other supersti- 
tions of the Roman Church is notewor- 
thy. Whenever we seea shrine which 
is made the object of pilgrimages and 
miracle-working, we may be sure that 
the clergy in charge of the same are of 
the Ultramontane type. So far as is 
known no Liberal Roman Catholic priest 
has ever done anything in the line ot 
miracle working, or of successful traffic 
in the exhibition of relics. This form of 
clerical financiering has ever been the 
exclusive monopoly of ardent Ultra- 
montanes. 

Another distinctive characteristic of 
the Liberal Romanist is the presentation 
of offensive dogmas in a less intoler- 
ant manner. One of the Roman be- 
liefs most tenaciously maintained is the 








cee sae 

















THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 





341 








dogma: ‘‘Outside the Roman Church 


there is no salvation.’’ No Liberal 
would dare to deny this cardinal point 
of the Roman system, yet he can and 
does minimize it. Roman theologians 
teach that it is not enough to belong to 
the soul of the Church, but that it is 
also necessary to belong to the body of 
the Roman Church. They admit that 
such unfortunates as are in invincible 
ignorance concerning the fact that the 
only true Church instituted by Christ is 
the Roman Church, may be saved by a 
supreme act of the divine mercy; adding 
however that their chances of salvation 
are extremely slim, because they are 
deprived of the only effective aids and 
sacraments which are necessary to sal- 
vation and which are in the exclusive 
custody of the Roman Church. This is 
the plain teaching of the only infallible 
Church, and Ultramontane priests pre- 
sent it in a forcible manner to their con- 
gregations without attempting either to 
minimize it or cover it up. They merit 
at least our respect for stating plainly 
what they must believe. The Liberals, 
however, find a way out of this disagree- 
able position. The odious term ‘‘in- 
vincible ignorance’’ never passes their 
lips; they prefer to call it ‘‘good faith.’’ 
They thus create a favorable impression 
on their hearers and dismiss them with 
the conviction that after all it is a 
calumny to say that the Roman Church 
is intolerant. 

It is in the same spirit that the Paul- 
ists call their missions to Protestants, 
‘*Missions to Non Catholics.’’ 

The Liberal Romanist is also fond of 
calling attention to the so-called demo- 
cratic features of the Roman church 
organization. Wherever a Roman in- 
stitution can be interpreted in a demo- 
cratic sense he will do so, and thus avert 
the inquiring look from the subjugation 
of mind and body to the Papal machine. 
It is the ruse of the politician, who con- 

siders anything and everything lawful 








to gain an advantage for his party; it is 
a trick of the juggler who directs 
the on-looker's attention to one thing 
while by a sleight of hand movement he 
deceives him with something else. 

The Fifteenth Proposition of the Syl- 
labus, published by Pius IX , says: ‘‘It 
is free to every man to embrace and pro- 
fess that religion which he, led by the 
light of reason, deems true.’’ As this 
assertion was condemned and anathe- 
matized, the true Roman teaching is 
the yery contradiction of this statement. 
In other words, Rome says it is not the 
right of man to follow and profess what- 
ever religion his reason and conscience 
accept as true, but, convinced or not, it 
is his duty to enter or remain in the 
Roman Church. This is the Roman 
contention. Wherever the State religion 
is the Roman Catholic faith, the laws ot 
the country act on that principle. Thus 
in the Philippines and in South Ameri- 
can countries, until quite recently, a 
legal marriage could only be entered 
into before a Roman priest, and perse- 
cutions for conscience’ sake were in- 
flicted by law. 

The intolerant spirit, however, can- 
not live in this advancing age of the 
world. It is out of harmony with the 
political, social, and, I may say, scien- 
tific liberties of the times. No direct 
good can come of the su-called Liberal 
Catholicism, for it attempts the impos- 
sible. Yet it isa sign that many Ro- 
manists are begiuning to think for them- 
selves. The earnest searcher for truth 
will not be able to remain long in that 
Church if he insists on using his own 
reason. He cannot permanently adhere 
toa theological system which has be- 
come thoroughly petrified. The decep- 
tive freedom of agnosticism may attract 
him. This is his especial danger and 
temptation. But God’s grace and the 
example and encouragement of Chris- 
tian people! will lead him into true liber- 
ty—the liberty of the children of God. 
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THE NEXT POPE. 
Leo a Failure. 


“gEO XIII. is in his ninety-first year, 
i? and in the natural course of human 
events he must soon pass away. Hence 
speculation is rife regarding his suc- 
cessor. A Paris letter in the New 
York Sun of October 7 considers the 
qualifications of various Cardinals and 
discusses the probability of their elec- 
tion, without coming to any definite 
conclusion. Thereis a general agree- 
ment that the policy of the next Pope 
will be different from that of Leo; says 
the writer in the Sun: 

‘‘In spite of the strong differences of 
opinion on many points among the 
Cardinals, most of them are agreed that 
a change is necessary and that a Pope 
must be elected who will busy himself 
less with politics and more with the 
spiritual affairs of the Church.’’ 

That sentence tells the story of the 
life of Leo XIII.—a politician, a diplu- 
mat, and not a spiritual man. And yet 
the declares he is the Vicar of Him who 
said, ‘‘My Kingdom is not of this 
world.’’ It must be asad reflection for 
an old man like Leo that he has fol- 
owed the tricky ways of politicians and 
trodden the devious paths in which they 
like to wander, and neglected the oppor- 
tunities which his high position afforded 
him to do lasting good in his day and 
generation. All his maneuvers in 
politics have not restored his temporal 
power or arrested the downward course 
of Catholic nations. His diplomacy has 
come to naught. He is a cypher 
among the rulers of the world. 

If instead of encyclicals on the affairs 
of this world in their various aspects he 
had issued a declaration that his fol- 
Yowers must come to Christ:to be saved, 
that He was the only Mediator, that 
He had redeemed the people by the 
-sacrifice of Himself, ‘‘ once for all,” 
cand that He was tenderly calling them 





to come to Him and drink of the water 
of life freely, he would have accom- 
plished more than any Pope that ever 
lived. Newman Hall’s tract, ‘‘Come 
to Jesus,’’ has been a greater blessing 
to mankind than all the writings of 
Leo. The Pope knows well that he has 
no more divine power than he has tem- 
poral sovereignty. Some of his prede- 
cessors possessed the latter, but it was 
swept away when Italy became a united 
kingdom. So the claims of spiritual 
power should be renounced by this old 
man and he would end his days in peace. 
The prediction that the next Pope 
will give more attention to the spiritual 
affairs of the Church will not be ful- 
filled, unless the multiplication of 
shrines, pilgrimages, and the bones of 
saints and increased traffic in dispen- 
sations and indulgences should be con- 
sidered a sign of spiritual growth. 
Gibbons Has no Chance, 
Talking of candidates for the papal 
chair the qualifications of Cardinal 
Gibbons are summed up by the Rome 
correspondent of the /ndependence Beige 
(quoted by the Sum) as follows: 
‘‘Why should not the New World in 
its turn give a Pope to the Church? 
America has its Cardinals since Pius 
IX , the only Pope who ever trod on 
American soil, determined to give the 
United States the first American Cardi- 
nal. Gibbons, they say, would not be 
a bad Pope; his influence would be 
enormous, and Americans, even those 
not Catholic, would be proud to see 
one of their people attain the highest 
ecclesiastical honor. A broad, open 
mind, highly cultivated, very modern, 
Cardinal Gibbons would be, above all, 
an excellent reformer, who would put 
an end to all supernatural systems and 
would turn the Church into entirely new 
paths. He is not a courtier, and Leo 


XIII. had a proof of this when, not 
long ago, he condemned Americanism 
and a great number of Bishops in the 
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United States hastened to write to him 
their assent. Their letters were pub- 
lished, but they took good care not to 
publish Cardinal Gibbons’s, which, I 
am assured, was so outspoken as to 
stir up the Vatican, which is no longer 
accustomed te hear true and sincere 
speech that “eparts from the ruts of 
routine admiration.’’ 

It is no ‘credit to Gibbons that he 
did not prostrate himself before Leo to 
beg forgiveness for his ‘‘Americanism,’’ 
for really there was nothing to forgive. 
He simply said to the Pope: ‘‘My 
Americanism is put on like a garment 
which can be changed or cast off to 
suit the weather. The Americans would 
like to consider me one of themselves, 
and I have no objection; but, holy 
father, I am a Roman through and 
through, a prince of the Church, with 
all the riches and appurtenances of my 
high cffice, and I have no intention of 
finding fault with you for condemning 
Americanism. In my small way I try 
to copy you as a diplomatand make the 
Americans believe I ama ‘liberal’ ; but 
there is nothing in that. Do not doubt 
me, most holy Leo. I have sworn 
obedience to you. I am all right.’’ 

The Pope merely laughed at Gib- 
bons’s letter and winked at the Cardi- 
nals, as much as tosay, ‘‘he’s all 
right !’’ And Gibbons continues to act 
the vole of ‘ liberal’’ prelate before the 
eyes of the American people. But when 
he goes to Rome no one more submis- 
sively kisses the Pope's toe. 





French Priests Converted. 





The movement among the priests in 
France who wish to throw off the yoke 
of Rome is widespread. We have fre- 
quently referred to the work of the 
former priest, Mr. Bourrier, whose ex- 
cellent paper, Le Chretien Francais, 
every week gives a glowing account of 
the progress of the’movement. Another 


former priest, Mr. Coirekup, who is 
sues a monthly paper, Le Pretre Cou- 
verti, in an address delivered in the 
Wesleyan Chapel, Wolstanton, Eng- 
land, said that over one hundred priests 
had renounced their allegiance during 
the last few years. 

Regarding his own conversion Mr, 
Corneloup said he was perfectly sin- 
cere and honest when he entered the 
Roman priesthood, and later when he 
became a monk and mission preacher, 
At first he was happy ; but one day, 
while making a sermon on Salvation, 
he was trying to explain that salvation 
was our own business, that the redemp- 
tion purchased by Christ gave us grace 
to save ourselves, when the thought 
came home to him: ‘If I work out 
my own salvation Iam in some meas- 
ure my own saviour. How, then, can 
Christ be the Saviour of the world as 
the Church teaches? ’”’ 

Study of the Roman theologians 
brought no help, and for two and a 
half years the young priest felt himself 
to be in darkness, till at length he felt 
all his faith slipping away. In this 
state he applied to a Protestant society 
for guidance, and was taken into an 
English home in Paris, where he learnt 
to know the true way of salvation. 
People looked upon the conversion of @ 
priest as impossible. It was difficult, 
but uot impossible. ‘‘ Impossible,’’ 
said Mr. Corneloup, ‘‘is not a French 
word—at any rate it is not a Christian 
word,’’ 

To illustrate the work going on, he 
told of the splendid sacrifices made for 
conscience by many priests who re- 
nounce the Latin Church. The work, 
he said, was of greater dimensions than 
it would appear to be, on the surface. 
The Roman Catholic papers were becom- 
ing alarmed at the movement, which one 
of them described as a ‘“‘collective 
movement, uot isolated cases.’’ It was, 
this paper said, ‘‘a party of apostasy.’’ 
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Literary Notices. 


<All books noticed here can be sent from this office ) 
THE MASTER CHRISTIAN. 


By Marie Corelli. New York: Dodd, 
Mead & Co.; price $1.50. 

In the October CONVERTED CATHO- 
“Ic it was announced that this book had 
been placed in the Index by the Pope 
and his advisers. In reading’ the book 
one does not wonder that the Pope is 
angry. For instance itis said on p. 296: 

‘* You know as well as I do, that there 
is no representative of the blameless 
Christ at the Vatican,—you know there 
is only a poor weak old man, whose 
mind is swayed by the crafty counsels 
of the self-seeking flatterers around 
him, and who passes his leisure hours 
in counting up money, and inventing 
new means of gaining it through forms 
of things that should be spiritual and 
divine. If you believe Christ was God 
Incarnate, how dare you tamper with 
such a Supernal Mystery?’’ 

And on the next page we read : 

‘‘The Vatican is full of money and 
and jewels. ‘Sell all that thou hast 
and give tothe poor,’ was the command 
of Christ. Does the Pope do that? 
Why does he not go out among the peo- 
ple and work in active sympathy with 
them ? Christ did so! Christ was never 
borne with solemn flourish of trumpets 
like a mummy in a chair, under cano- 
pies of cloth of gold, to give a blessing 
to a crowd who had got admission to 
see him by paid ticket! Man, man! 
“The theatrical jugglery of Rome is a 
blasphemy in the sight of heaven;— 
and most truly did St. John declare this 
city, throned on its seven hills, to be, 
‘Mystery, the Mother of Harlots and 
A bominations of the Earth.’ And most 
<learly does God say at this period of 
our time, ‘Come out of her My people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues. 


For her sins have reached unto heaven, 
aud God hath remembered her iniqui- 
ties!’ The days of evil are drawing 
to an end; Rome must fall !’’ 

An astute prelate, Monsignor Gher- 
ardi, tells the Englishman who spcke 
in the preceding vein that England 
would again return to Popery. To this 
the sturdy Briton replies : 

‘*Not while I live!’’ said Aubrey 
firmly, ‘‘Not while I can hold back but 
a handful from such a disaster, and that 
handful shall hold back yet another 
handful ! The hand of Roman priest- 
craft shall never weigh on England 
while there are any honest men left in 
it! Theconversionof England! The 
retrogression of England! Do you 
think such a thing is likely to happen 
because a few misguided clerics choose 
to appeal to the silly sentimentality of 
hysterical women with such church 
tricks and rags of paganism as incense 
and candles! Brh! Do not judge the 
English inward heart by its small out- 
ward follies, Monsignor! There are 
more honest, brave, and sensible folk in 
the British Islands than you think. 
And though our foreign foes desire our 
fall, the seed of their decay is not yet in 
us!”’ 

The Abbe Vergniaud, a brilliant 
priest who could not square his intellect 
and heart with the doctrines and prac- 
tices of the Roman Church, preaching 
to a congregation in which were many 
distinguished people, among others, 
Cardinal Bonpre, said (p 184.): 

‘* We priests are in a false position. 
I repeat it Jest there should be any mis- 
take. It is a false position and always 
has been. I have never for an instant 
believed half what I have asked you to 
believe ! And I have preached to you 
what I have never dreamed of practis- 
ing! Yet I venture to say that I am not 
worse than most of my brethren. The 


intellectual men of France, whether 
clergy or laity, are in a difficult situa- 
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tion. Their brains are keen and clear; 
and, intellectually speaking, they are 
totally unable to accept the Church su- 
perstitions. But in rejecting superstition 
it would have been quite possible to 
have held them fast to a sublime faitb 
in God and an Immortal Future, had 
the Church caught them when slipping, 
and risen to the mental demand made 
upon her resources. But the old worn- 
out thunder of the Vatican, which 
lately made a feeble noise in America, 
has rolled through France with the 
same assertion, ‘ Discussion cannot be tol- 
erated; ’ and what has been the result ? 
Simply this—that all the intellectual 
force of the country is arrayed against 
priestcraft; and the spirit of an insolent, 
witty, domineering atheism and ma- 
terialism rules us all. Moral res- 
traint is being less and less enforced, 
and the clamoring for sensual indulg- 
ence has become so incessant that the 
desire of the whole country, if put into 
one line, might be summed up ip the 
impotent cry of the Persian voluptuary 
Omar Khayyam to his god, ‘ Reconcile 
the law to my desires.’ This is as 
though a gnati should seek to build a 
cathedral, and ask for the laws of archi- 
tecture to be altered in order to suit his 
gnat-like capacity. Here is where our 
Church errs in the present generation. 
It is setting itself as a drag on the wheel 
of progress. Meanwhile, Truth ad- 
vances every day, and with no uncer- 
tain voice proclaims the majesty of 
God. Heaven’s gates are thrown open; 
the secrets of the stars are declared, the 
mysteries of light and sound are dis- 
covered; and we ate approaching pos- 
sibly to the time when the very graves 
shall give up their dead, and the secrets 
of all men’s hearts shall be made mani- 
fest. Yet we go on lying, deceiving, 
cajoling, humbugging each other and 
ourselves; living a daily life of fraud 
and hypocrisy, with a sort of smug 
conviction in our souls that we shall 


never be found out.’’ 

The large and increasing sale of thés 
book will certainly remunerate Miss 
Corelli for her accurate representations 
of the Roman system. 

Life of Adoniram Judson Gordon. 

By his son, Ernest H. Gordon- 
Revell Company; $1.50. 

This is a work of adsorbing inter- 
est. The lesson it teaches is one that 
needs emphasizing in these times whem 
outward Church appliances are multi- 
plied and there is .© much religious 
activity which can only be described by 
the energy of the flesh as distinguished 
from the power of the Spirit. The 
ministry of Dr. Gordon was a strong 
protest against the carnal! drift of mod- 
ern church life and a convincing plea 
for the divine authority and sufficiency 
of spiritual methods. No one more 
cleariy exemplified the character of 
Paul’s ‘‘spiritual man,’’ who speaks 
‘‘not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth ; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual.’’ A sentence of his 
may be cited to show his understanding 
of the purpose of the Gospel : ‘'Chris- 
tianity has repulsions as well as attrac- 
tions, and these two are so perfectly 
adjusted as to hold off those who care 
only for the loaves and fishes, while 
drawing in such as are ordained to 
eternal life.’’ 

The book presents us the portrait of 
one who stood for the truth against all 
its enemies, open or disguised; who 
hated compromise, but loved his fel- 
lowmen. He had only one passion, and 
that was Christ. It reveals a life of 
intense and manifold activities, all in- 
spired and controlled by the Holy 
Spirit. It isa great story, beautifully 
told. There is enough variety and in- 
cident in the book to hold the reader's 
attentior ‘rom beginning to end. 

NEWTON WRAY. 
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FATHER 0’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 





FIFTH SERIES. 
XXII. 


NrEw York, November, 1900. 

S1rz :—Last month I received several letters inquiring about the Presi- 
dential election which takes place this month and the attitude of the Roman 
Catholic Church towards the candidates for that high office. Some of these 
ajuestions were : 

How will the Roman Catholics vote ? 

Are they united in politics as in religion ? 

Will they consider the interests of the Church paramount? Would a 
Roman Catholic obey the Church authorities in casting his ballot? 

AsI am not a politician, Cardinal, my interest in this election is only 
that of the average citizen who votes for the party that represents his 
sentiments. I do not wish to dictate to others how they shall vote, but if 
I can be of service to any of my fellow-citizens in answering these ques- 
tions, I consider it a privilege to express my views and to state facts that 
may guide them in the exercise of their judgment. 

Auswering the questions categorically I would say : 

1. Nine-tenths of the Roman Catholics in the United States will vote 
the Democratic ticket. 

2. As Roman Catholics they are more closely united than the professors 
of any other form of the Christian religion. Tiey are Catholics first and 
citizens afterwards. 

3. As the Roman Catholic believes there is no salvation for his soul 
outside the Church of Rome, and as the soul is worth more than the body, 
whatever relates to that Church is paramount with him. 

4. A Roman Catholic would not dare to disobey the Churcn authorities 
in whatever they might command. Excommunication would follow the 
denial of the right of the Pope and his agents, the bishops and priests, 
to issue orders to all the faithful. When the Pope gives the word ot com- 
mand all good Catholics must obey. This is a fundamental principle of 
the Romain Catholic religion. Until the declaration of infallibility at the 
Vatican Council in 1870, it was an open question how far the authority 
of the Pope extended. The Church was said to be infallible, but now it 
is the Pop2 personally who speaks with the voice of God. His decrees 
are the infallible law of the Church. The time was when there were dif- 
ferences of opinion among intelligent Catholics regarding the right of the 
Pope to dictate in politics. ‘They did not question his claims to govern 
their souls as the Vicar of Christ, but they asserted that they could exer 
cise their own judgment in political affairs. In France these men were 
knowa as Gallicans, in other countries they were called liberals. We have 
have had some of the latter in this country, but they have been suppressed. 
The letter of the Pope on ‘“‘Americanism’’ addressed to you, Cardinal, a 
year ago last spring effectively silenced the advocates of liberalism in this 
country. Soin France, Gallicanism has ceased to exist. There is not a 
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bishop or priest in that country who would dare to lift his voice in favor 
of the ‘‘Gallican liberties.’’ Ultramontanism or Jesuitism now rules the 
Reman Church from centre to circumference, and no one ever accused the 
Jesuits of being tolerant or liberal. 

That the Roman Curia is a political organization is a fact so well known 
that it needs no demonstration. Before the Italians took possession of 
the city of Rome and established the kingdom of united Italy in 1870, 
the Popes were temporal rulers, kings like any other monarchs. They 
deposed sovereigns and freed their subjects from their allegiance. One 
Pope, Gregory VII., the famous Hildebrand, in 1076, excommunicated 
and deposed the German Emperor, Henry IV., and absolved his subjects 
from their oath of allegiance. Henry had previously deposed the Pope, but 
he was unequal to the contest. He humbled himself and obeyed the 
- summons of Gregory to meet him at Canossa, where ‘‘ barefooted, clad 
in a coarse hair shirt, he stood for three days in the snow before the 
gate of the castle begging an audience with the Sovereign Pontiff. On 
the morning of ,the fourth day he was admitted. The haughty Pontiff 
relinquished none of his assumed rights, but finally forgave his suppliant 
and removed the ban upon conditions that made the Empire a dependency: 
of the papacy. Soon after this the German princes deposed Henry and 
declared the crown not hereditary but eiective.’’ 

Another Pope excommunicated Queen Elizabeth of England, and 
liberated her subjects from all allegiance to the crown. Thank God, the 
English people repudiated the papal claims, and that nation stands forth 
as the champion of Protestant Christianity. We also give thanks to God 
that there is now an Emperor in Germany who will not go to Canossa. 

In our country the Church of Rome has been no less active in political 
affairs than in other lands. The present Pope, Leo XIII., in a formal 
declaration of his authoritative right to direct and control the actions of 
all whoin every country believe in him asthe head of the Church,said, in 
his encyclical of November 7, 1885: 

‘* Every Catholic should rigidly adhere to the teachings of the Roman 
Pontiff, especially in the matter of modern liberty, which, already, under 
the semblance of honesty of purpose, leads to destruction. We exhort 
all Catholics to devote careful attention to public matters, and take part 
in all municipal affairs and elections, and all public services, meetings, 
and gatherings. All Catholics must make themselves felt as active ele- 
ments in daily political life in countries where they live. All Catholics 
should exert their power to cause the Constitutions of States to be 
modeled on the principles of the true Church.’’ 

All good Catholics must obey the Pope; you, Cardinal, and Archbishop 
Ireland, and Mr. Croker, as well as the most inconspicuous member 
of Tammany Hall. Even the degenerate Protestants who are Tammany- 
ites ‘‘ for what there isin it,’’ are as zealous in the cause of Rome as 
those to the manner born. And you are all ready and willing to plunge 
into politics for the extension of the power of the Church and the personal 
gain and glory you may acquire. 

Intelligent Catholics who have been successful in business will not 
easily admit that the Pope, bishops and priests can influence them im 
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political affairs. But what politician in America is more active than 
Archbishop Ireland? The Republican party says he is on the right side 

, because he advocates their cause. But it is known to all that he is at 
the same time working in the interests of his Church. Some years ago 
(in '884) when the late James G. Blaine was the Republican candidate 
for the Presidency, quite a number of Irish Catholics were shouting for 
him until Dr. Burchard said at a reception tendered to Mr. Blaine at the 
Fifth Avenue Hotel a few days before election: ‘‘You are the candidate of 
a party that has been always opposed to rum, Romanism and rebellion.’’ 
That sentence frightened the Catholics, and many of them said they would 
not vote for Blaine. But he would have been elected if he had not declared 
in a public address next day that if he had clearly understood Dr. Bur- 
chard’s meaning he would have rebuked him ; and he added: ‘‘ Not for 
a thousand presidencies would I permit a reflection to be cast on the 
religion of my mother.’’ Mr. Blaine had been a Roman Catholic in his 
youth, as were all the members of his family, except his father, who was 
of Presbyterian stock. I hold, and I was deeply interested in that election, 
that it was Blaine’s apology, and not Ds. Burchard’s ‘“‘blunder’’ that 
defeated the Republicans that year. Thousands of Protestants voted 
against him who, if he had not sought to court the favor of Rome, would 
have borne him victorious to the White House. 

The few Catholics, like Patrick Egan andthe Fords of the /rish World 
and Freeman's Journal, who had been Republicans and had obtained 
office under President Harrison’s administration, have returned to the 
Democratic party this year and will vote for Mr. Bryan because Presi- 
dent McKinley ignored their ‘‘claims.’’ There is no longer an Irish 
Catholic element in the Republican party, nor a Catholic newspaper 
that advocates the election of Mr. McKinley. On the contrary, all the 
Roman Catholic societies are opposed to him. 

The federation of these societies last September was an event that 
startled the American people. A Roman Catholic party in American 
politics, formally organized as such, with over a million votes behind it, 
aroused the Protestants from their lethargy and easy-going toleration and 
made them see the danger that had been long threatening from the grow- 
éng power of Rom: in this country. 

Tais ‘‘ federation of Catholic societies’? was accomplished chiefly by 
th: Kaights of Columus, a secret organization, modeled after Free- 
musoury so far asits ritual, grips and passwords are concerned, but in 
all other resp2cts entirely different from that great Jbenefizent society. 

The multiplication of Roman Catholic societies in this country in recent 
years has been a marked feature of the life of the people. Many of them 
have been in a mzasure outside the Church. They were organized for 
s>tial and benevolent purposes, and have had only a feeble existence. 
Bat the Knights of Columbus, though one of the youngest of these 
societies, has become the strongest because it made special efforts to 
enroll in its membership men who are in the public employment, police- 
men, firemen, clerks in the municipal departments, and even the laborers 
who work in all branches of the city government. It gathers in also 
the thousands of saloonkeepers, barkeepers and panderers to vice that 
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swarm in our large cities. To these should be added the tens of thousands of 
Catholic young men who are employed in mercantile establishments (I have 
received circulars from large houses saying, ‘‘ Our superintendent is a K. 
of C.,” and ‘“‘many of our employees are members of the K. of C.’’). The 
priests and politicians were not slow to perceive the value of such an 
organization, and they patronized and encouraged it to such a degree 
that now the surest way to promotion for a policeman or fireman or other 
city employee or a man who works on public buildings or in stores 
conducted by Catholics and Jews, is to be a Knight of Columbus. The 
order boasts that it is a Catholic Freemasonry. Formerly Catholics were 
admitted to membership in the Masonic society, but they were not ‘‘good 
Catholics,’’ and the priests could not use them. 

Now the Catholic young men are told that they can have all the advan- 
tages of Freemasonry, which is condemned by the Church, and be with 
their own people by joining the Knights. Columbus was a Catholic, and 
a society named after him should be attractive to every Romanist. He 
discovered this continent, and if the Catholics would unite in one great 
organization the country would be theirs again. 


The following extracts from the ritual of the Knights of Columbus at 
the initiation of members indicate their purpose to unite all Roman Catholic 
men in one great federation. The candidates are arranged in the form of 
a: cross, the most sacred emblem to every Romanist, and the officer called 
the Grand Knight thus addresses them : 


Grand Knight--Worthy Sirs, upon yourentry among us, you each upon 
this Cross made solemn promise that your covenaats with us you would in 
honor keep, that the sacred truths the Church teaches would be your guide, 
and that in all things you would be loyal to our Cause, our Creed and 
our country. To the Deputy Grand Knight you fittingly bore this Cross 
(elevating it) as your conscience offering, that he might accept it as a badge 
of your sincerity and proof of your fitness for the higher honors of mem- 
bership. .. . The Worthy Warden will deliver to the Crossbearer the 
emblems of the First Degree, for be it known, our new-made brothers 
have proven themselves worthy custodians of the symbols of constancy 
and fortitude. 

After they have formed a cross the same official again addresses them : 

Grand Knight—My worthy friends and brothers, unity is one of the 
great pursuits of this Order, and when wielded by the many, it is all- 
powerful in lightly lifting sorrow’s burden from the oppressed and weary, 
in yielding consolation and encouragement to those who singly and alone 
in the battle of life must sink in despair and desolation. Unity as compre- 
hended by our Society, vouchsafes the fulfilment in amplest measure of 
every promise and obligation made and assumed in its favor ; it means an 
identity of purpose and action ; its teaching and practice dominate and 
direct our members, by grace of our resolves, as they did Columbus and 
his followers, in the pursuit of noble purposes, and into lofty paths of 
rectitude alike edifying to their fellowship and their creed. 

When they have marched around the lodge room with lighted tapers 
and tested the strength ofa fibre and a cable, the officer proceeds: 
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Grand Knight—My brothers, the aptness of your demonstration of the- 
power of unity in proving the strength of cable as compared with the 
threads or fibres that compose it, is apparent and forceful, and plainly 
illustrates the helplessness of man in his struggle for worldly advan-e- 
ment through his own unaided efforts as compared with the results pos- 
sible of achievement from the united effortsof many. In the great move- 
ments of peoples and nations, whether in peace or in war, the most pro- 
nounced results and greatest triumphs are secured from the most perfect 
union of mind, muscle, and skill. Numbers, not units, best succeed. 
If then, my most worthy brothers, you wish to do most for yourselves 
and thcse whom you love, and if you heed the lessons of our society as 
they fall from my feeble lips, you must make ccmmon cause with us. 
Will you pledge yourselves to the exercise of unity with us in the advance- 
ment of the purposes of our Order? Answer yes or no. (Candidates 
answer.) Then let e:ch with his right hard graspirg the right hand of 
his associate, while his left hand is placed upon his heart, repeat after 
me the promise aud words as I speak them (candidates repeat): 

‘‘T sincerely and solemnly promise on my honor as a man and a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Columbus, to further in every reasonable manner 
the teachings and purposes of this Society, and under the guidance and 
direction of Holy Church, to live in truth and loyalty to all the promises 
made, in the hope that I may ever be found in the foremost rank battling 
for the glory of God, our Country’s honor, and the cause of suffering 
humanity. Give me, O God and Ruler of the Universe, grace and dispo- 
sition to merit Thy divine favor in the fulfilment of my obligations to this 
Society, and make my labors worthy of Thy continued countenance; cause 
Thy gifts to me, as to the great Columbus, to direct my footsteps in this 
undertaking, to the advantage of my associates and fellow men, and to 
the glory and honor of Thy holy name forever. Amen.’’ 

This society now extends all over the United States, and it is proposed 
to make it international, to regain the power that Rome has lost in recent 
years in every country. The war with Spain two years ago, when this 
country wrested all her colonies from that Catholic nation, has frightened 
the Roman authorities, and they see plainly that a urited effort must be 
made by all Catholics to oppose the progress of the Protestant nations, 
America, England and Germany. It is not a question of races, Anglo- 
Saxon or Latin. It is religion, Protestant or Catholic—-which shall pre- 
vail. It willbea battle royal, but the issue cannot be doubted. Ever since 
the Refoimation of the sixteenth century the emancipation of the peoples 
of every nation has proceeded. Progress marks the advance of God's 
truth and righteousness, and decay is stamped upon the Roman system. 

You, Cardinal, and your people can never forgive President McKinley 
for the humiliation of Spain. ‘‘ There was no justification for the war with 
Spain,’’ said Bishop McQuaid of Rochester, in the New York Hera/d last 
month. Mr. McKinley is responsible, and so the Catholics will vote against 
him. But the American people will resent the interference of any Church 
in party politics, and you will find that the union of Church and State will 
never be accomplished in this Republic. 

Yours truly, JAMES A. O'CONNOR. 
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Side Lights on Christ’s Mis- 
sion Work. 





A glance into the work of Christ’s 
Mission shows the efforts made there 
for the blessing of mankind are not con- 
fined to theological discussions with 
high prelates of Rome, making avenues 
of escape for those who wish to come 
out of the darkness, superstition and 
bondage that form such essential parts 
of the Roman system, or giving counsel 
by letter, or spoken word, to perplexed 
and harassed hearts. Quite true, all 
these things are matters of daily occur- 
rence, and are necessarily productive of 
far-reaching results to many people. 

But there are other things that hap 
pen in connection with the work of the 
Mission, that are not without interest, 
even if they do not seem as great or 
important as some of the better known 
efforts. 

A few months ago a member of the 
faculty of one of our largest universities 
called on Pastor O’Connor, and after 
an interesting conversation, as he was 
leaving casually remarked that he would 
like to have a converted Catholic or a 
Protestant girl to care for his children. 

Mr. O’Connor said he thought he 
could help him, as a very respectable 
girl had called a few days before, look- 
ing for a situation. A messenger was 
sent for the girl, and after a pleasant 
interview the professor said she would 
suit admirably. 

The sequel is told in the following 
extract from a letter received from him 
last month : 

‘You will be interested to know that 
the young lady you introduced to me 
has inherited a nice fortune, and her 
father gets $30,000. They will soon 
return to Europe together. She has no 
false pride, and has worked as faithfully 
with us since learning of her good for- 
tune as before. She has had a good 


education, not only in elementary but 
higher branches, music, etc., and will 
undoubtedly hereafter live—not more 
honorably, for all honest work is hon- 
orable—but on a different plane.’’ 

In the course of a year many pil- 
grims call at Christ’s Mission—men and 
women who know perfectly well where 
they are going, and are using their best 
efforts to get there as quickly as possi- 
ble, and trying to do as much good as 
they can to others on the way. These 
rejoice in the work of the Mission, the 
success of which often affords them en- 
couragement and inspiration on their 
way to Zion—sometimes by way of 
South America or some distant mis- 
sionary field. But the Mission also has 
some guests—and not a few of them— 
who have no particular destination in 
view, have litile or no care where their 
next stopping place may be, and are 
not at all concerned to do any good as 
they journey. Some persons call these 
latter ‘‘tramps,’’ but Pastor O’Connor 
uses the milder term, ‘‘ brothers who 
have fallen by the wayside.”’ 

The number of men of this class who 
have come to the Mission the past year 
has been very large. They usually call 
when the weather is inclement and late 
in the evening, and they know that the 
probability of getting relief is in their 
favor. “By an arrangement with the 
Olive Tree Inn on East Twenty-third 
street, meals and lodgings are furnished 
for a small sum, but the workers in 
Christ’s Mission did not realize how 
numerous were the demands until a bill 
for thirty dollars came to Pastor O'Con- 
nor, with the original notes which he 
gave to the men. Samples of these 
taken at random show that worthy men 
are often in distress in a large city like 
New York. 

‘* Superintendent Olive Tree Inn: 

‘* Please give this soldier, oa, 
the best lodgings and meals you can 
for the next three days, or until he goes 
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South to his regiment. Show him all 
courtesy and kindness, and send the 
bill for his expenses to me.’’ 

‘Give this man, ——, two meals 
and one lodging and send account to 
me. Though I have no funds for such 
cases, where they are destitute and 
seemingly worthy, I cannot 
them.’’ 

‘* Please give this man, —— ——, 
one night’s lodging and two meals, and 
send bill for same tome. Try to get 
him into Bellevue Hospital until he 
is better. He seems deserving.’’ 

‘Please give this man, —— ——, 
lodgings for three nights and six 
meals, and send me bill for same. A 
helpful word to him will also do good, 
as he impresses me favorably as mean- 
ing to do right.” 

A sympathetic interest is always taken 
in those brethren of the highway, and 
while the time and attention of the 
workers of the Mission may not always 
be fruitful of the best results at any rate 
their pressing wants as human beings 
are relieved. But sometimes a few 
words spoken by a caller help to 
brighten the rest of the day. On the 
tenth of October, for instance, a gen- 
tleman whom Mr. O’Connor had not 
seen for nearly twenty years, made a 
pleasant call. He had beena regular 
attendant at the meetings when the 
services were held in the old church at 
Madison avenue and Twenty-eighth 
street, and he recalled some of the de- 
tails of certain forcible objections that 
were occasionally manifested by some 
of those who most needed the ministra- 
tions ofthe workers. He said he often 
read THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, and 
that his wife had again and again told 
him to come in and subscribe for it and 
now he had come to perform that long 
neglected duty. There is no question 
as to the sweetness of bread found many 
days after it has been cast upon the 
waters. 7k 


refuse 


Renewal of Subscriptions. 





Only one more number of this 
Magazine remains to be issued to com- 
plete the volume for 1900. 

As three fourths of the subscriptions. 
expire next month, we hope the friends 
who desire to help on the work will re- 
new promptly—the sooner the better. 

It isa matter of congratulation that 
in spite of the forgetfulness of some of 
our subscribers, who have not renewed 
for this year—and alas! of a goodly 
number who have sent nothing for sev- 
eral years, the Magazine has been able 
to pay its way. But we have come to 
the end of our resources, and the 
prompt renewal now for next year will 
enable us to do better work and keep 
out of debt. 





A GOOD EXAMPLE. 


From a town up the Hudson River 
comes the following cheering letter: 

Dear Sir:—Enclosed you will find 
my subscription for the past and the 
coming years. 

I must say to you I take the greatest 
pleasure in reading your magazine and 
sending it to my Catholic friends; and 
some of them say itis ‘‘ all right.” 

I hope God will spare your life and 
use you for a greater work in the fu- 
ture. May He abundantly bless and 
crown your efforts with greater success. 
God bless and preserve your life, health 
and strength for many years to come. 

Yours affectionately for Christ Jesus 
our one Lord and Master, 

Jonn WARRINGTON. 


One of the Professors in Princetom 
University writes, September 22: 

I am enjoying, as always, the monthly 
visits of your good magazine, and wish 
you great success in your work—the 
most important mission in this country. 

F. N. W. 








